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FOR RELEASE ON NOV. 9: 
CHARLESTON AND EIU WELCOME NEW PRESIDENT 
CHARLESTON, IL--For only the seventh time in its 97-year 
history, Eastern Illinois University is welcoming a new presi­
dent. 
Although this will be his first week as Eastern president, 
David Jorns has visited the campus several times since being 
named by the Board of Governors Universities trustees on Sept. 
24. 
Following the selection, BGU Chairman Robert Ruiz said, "Dr. 
Jorns' vision for Eastern matches the mission of the university 
and the Board of Governors Universities system. He has the 
leadership experience and academic background to enhance East­
ern's fine academic reputation and build upon its strengths. " 
Jorns says his top priority is to become familiar with the 
faculty and staff so that a shared governance system can be 
implemented and to begin work on a planning process for the 
university. 
-more-
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" I  have talked to Dr. Jorns several times since his selec­
tion and continue to be impressed by his enthusiasm for and 
commitment to Eastern, " said BGU Chancellor Thomas D. Layzell. 
" I  am confident he will help move the university from a distin­
guished past into an even more distinguished future. I look 
forward to working with him." 
As president of Eastern, Jorns will oversee an operating 
budget of more than $52 million used to serve the needs of 11, 300 
students. 
Jorns, who was not expected to assume his new post until 
Jan. 1, said, " I  wanted to get an early start because there is a 
lot of work to be done, and the sooner I begin, the better. I'm 
proud to be at Eastern, an institution that has an enviable 
history of contributions to the state and nation, with excellent 
and talented faculty and staff, well-prepared students, a large 
and supportive group of alumni, fine facilities in an attractive 
location and the support of the surrounding community." 
He comes to Eastern after serving as vice president for 
academic affairs and provost at Northern Kentucky University. 
Prior to serving at NKU, he was dean of the College of Fine Arts 
and Humanities at West Texas state University, Canyon (1984-
1988); chair of the Department of Theatre Arts at Mankato state 
University in Minnesota (1980-84); and director of theatre in the 
Department of Speech and Dramatic Art at the University of 
Missouri-Columbia (1977-1980). 
Jorns received a Bachelor of Science degree in radio and TV 
from Oklahoma state University in 1966, Master of Arts degree in 
speech and drama, also from Oklahoma state, in 1968, and Ph.D. in 
theatre history and criticism from UCLA in 1973. 
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